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containing the most marks was the one. we had pinned up in the
downstairs drawing-room.   Further, we had inspected it extra
carefully when taking it down because it was close to some writing
on the wall made since the fire (wo estimated), on a white patch
left by the peeling off of some wallpaper. There were no marks on
it at this stage. Incidentally, we might say the writing on the wall
was probably put there by some visitor: there arc numerous
complicated drawings and writings all over the Rectory of skulls,
etc., but this writing interested us more owing to its simplicity.
The main point is our careful inspection of the paper. The papers
were carried into the sewing-room and placed in an envelope; this
piece we are considering was the last to be collected and was there-
fore presumably outside.  Now we had only one indelible pencil,
which we had placed upstairs by the chapel, and this was one of
the first to be collected. It was placed with the others in a pocket
entirely separate from the papers.  It is therefore our own opinion
that the markings are abnormal to some degree of probability, but
as it is not inconceivable that we made the markings by accident,
we should like this to be considered only as an opinion. We should
not like to put forward the markings as a definite piece of evidence,
We hope to be able to repeat this under conditions of such exacti-
tude that a really decisive statement can be made* Unfortunately,
after collecting all the papers we considered the experiment at an
end.
We therefore conclude that the three knocks, the rumblings, and
the footsteps were phenomena. As possible phenomena we have
several noises of a non-recurrent kind, and a luminosity. As a
probable phenomenon, we have the strange markings on two pieces
of paper.
KNOCKS AND THEIR PROBABILITY
Even at this early stage of the investigation it was becoming
apparent that the curious events noticed at Borley Rectory were
in the main of an auditory nature. This is unsatisfactory, since
these happenings are just those most likely to occur by quite
normal means. The original report on this visit points out that
the repeated noises of the same kind are of much greater signifi-
cance than single noises. In fact, it is hardly justifiable to attach
significance to most single noises of short duration. In the
Rectory, however, one is faced with a regular reiteration of the
same noise, such as footsteps or knocks* It is therefore highly